
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 
The EYFS (April 2017) is the statutory framework that sets the standards that all 
Early Years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and 
are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children are 
ready for school and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that 
provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.  
 
The overarching aim of the EYFS is to help all children achieve the five positive 
outcomes outlined by the ‘Every Child Matters: Change for Children’ government 
document.  
 
o Be healthy 
o Stay safe 
o Enjoy and achieve 
o Make a positive contribution 
o Achieve economic well being 
 
In order to achieve these outcomes staffers work within the framework of the EYFS. 
The EYFS curriculum is made up of seven interconnected areas of learning, three 
prime areas and four specific areas.  
 
Prime areas are fundamental, work together and move through to support 
development in all other areas.  

o Personal, social and emotional  
o Communication and language  
o Physical development 

 
Specific areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate 
successfully in society.  

o Mathematics 
o Literacy  
o Understanding the world 
o Expressive arts and design 

 
The pre-school room is divided into areas that reflect these areas of learning. This is 
to maintain consistency for the children, knowing where to find things in their 
environment, allowing them to choose and engage with resources.   
It is established that the way children engage with other people and their 
environment supports their learning and development across all areas of 
development. These ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ are: 
 

o Playing and exploring – Children investigate, experience things and 
‘have a go’ 

o Active learning – Children concentrate, keep on trying if they 
encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements 



o Creating and thinking critically – Children have a develop their own 
ideas, make links between ideas and develop strategies for doing 
things 

 
 
Assessment 
 
On-going formative assessment is at the heart of effective early years practice. Staff 
observe, assess and plan for individual children to support their learning and development. 
This is a statutory requirement for all Early Years settings. 
 
Observations 
Staff observe children as they act and interact in their play and planned activities and learn 
from parents what children can do at home 
Assessment 
Observations are linked to the EYFS’ Characteristics of Learning and Development 
statements from each area of learning. This helps staff to identify where children may be on 
their own developmental pathway. 
Planning 
To identify ‘what next?’ for each child, staff use observations, and the Development Matters 
statements. This enables staff to recognise areas to challenge and extend the child’s current 
learning and development or areas in which a child may not be developing typically for their 
age. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent consultations are held, providing an opportunity for parents and staff to 
discuss each child’s development strengths and needs. 
 
Parent/carers are encouraged to make contributions to their child’s development 
records regarding their child’s learning experiences outside of the setting. This 
enables practitioners to extend the children’s learning experiences at nursery. 
 
Parents are regularly invited to EYFS training sessions to ensure they can 
understand and support their child’s learning and development.  
 



Parents can find out more information about the EYFS or child development on the 
Department for Education website www.education.gov.uk 

http://www.education.gov.uk/

